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You probably already knew that
didn’t you? After all, we've been hearing
for some time about GPO’s plans to release
Census information and the Congressional
Record on CD-ROM. Patent depositories
have been receiving patent and trademark
information from PTO on CD-ROM for
over a year now, after dialling up to
CASSIS for a few years. Other sources
appearing for our edification and
consternation include the Economic Bulletin
Board (see other article this page), the
TOXNET databases (both online and as a
CD-ROM), and LEAP, the Louisiana

.Electronic Assistance Program computer

bulletin board. For those of you with
access to BITNET, there’s even a discussion
group online called GOVDOC-L, and
PROJECT HERMES, a set of files
containing Supreme Court decisions.

I used the word consternation earlier
because, while these new methods of
distributing government data can provide
such advantages as improved timeliness and
greater ease of data manipulation, each
new source brings with it 2 whole new set
of protocols to learn and problems to work
out.

In the earlier issues of LA DOCS we
have described for you the CD-ROMs we
here at Middleton have received from the
Patent and Trademark Office. In the
spring issu¢ you also read about the
TOXNET databases Middleton was
searching online. One of these, the 1987
Toxics Release Inventory database, was
released as a CD-ROM product late in the
spring. The information contained on the
disc primarily contains reports of releases
of toxic materials, but it also has some

information about the toxic effects of some
chemicals. Having used the online version
a few times, I was expecting to be able to
manipulate the data to some extent, say,
calculate the total releases of toluene in
Louisiana, or at least East Baton Rouge.
That really isn’t an option, however, which
may be a blessing in disguise. It takes long
enough to do a search as it is, at least on a
PC XT. Calculations online can take a

" good many minutes; requesting one on the

PC with the CD-ROM might tie the

machine up for hours.
(continued on page 4)

State Library Chosen for
Economic Bulletin Board

The Louisiana State Library was
recently chosen as a site for a pilot project
offering 100 government documents
depository libraries access to the Economic
Bulletin Board (EBB) sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Commerce, for a period of
six months. The purpose of the pilot
project which includes state and public
libraries is to make EBB information more
accessible to the general public.

The Economic Bulletin Board was
established in 1985 to provide timely access
to statistics and other economic news, It
contains data published by the Department
of Commerce and other sources including
the International Trade Administration,
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Census
Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal
Reserve Board and ‘the Treasury
Department. Users can access the
Consumer Price Index, the Gross National
Product, employment statistics and Daily

Trade Opportunities for Exporters.
(continued on page 4) -















