Newsletier for the Louisiana Library Association Government Documents Roundiable Section

State Documents News:
Margaret Lane reports the following:

In October, the editor of the Monthly
“hecklist of State Publications sent a letter
to many librarians stating that the Library
of Congress might possibly have to
discontinue publication and asking for
comment. ALA Government Documents
Round Table (GODORT) sent a response
from GODORT and the State and 1.ocal
Documents Round Table. :

"We are very concerned that
discontinuing publication of
the Monthly Checklist of
State Publications will
adversely affect
bibliographic control for
important state documents.
It 1s true that bibliographic
information for state
publications is increasingly
available on the national
utilitics and state-sponsored
online databases. These
sources of information,
however, are fragmented at
best and lack uniform
coverage of state
publications. ‘There is no
other ool comparable o the
Monthly Checklist of State
Publications that provides a
single source for selecting or
studying state publications.
We oppose discontinuing
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publication of the Monthly
Checklist of State
Publications because of its
importance to librarians,
scholars and citizens
alike_(Paragraph in original
here) In your letter you
alluded to "persistent
budgetary restrictions” faced
by the Library of Congress.
When properly managed, a
change from paper to
electronic distribution of
government information may
provide significant cost
savings. We encourage you
to explore appropriate
methods ol clectronic
distribution of the Monthly
Publications that would meet
the needs of users and still
reduce publication costs. "

The Louisiana State Documents Advisory
Council meeting was held September 9 and
had a program on the services and
publications of the Departiment of
Fconomic Development, presented by Joan
McGee. Weeding policies, core collection
ilems, and the proposed state documents
state plan were discussed.  Virginia Smith,
State Library, is chair.  For more
information, you may contact Ms. Smith.

Nunez Community College, Chalmette, has

been designated by Thomas F. Jaques,
State Librarian, as a depository for state





















