
Louisiana 

Libraries 

Committed to the Future of Our State  



The story of Louisiana libraries 

is ultimately the story of people. 



Libraries have been called  

ñthe great equalizer in 

society.ò 



Libraries are the  

ñcradle to the 

graveò 

institution.  



 

 

The purpose of the library is to enlighten, 

educate, and open up new worlds to 

Louisianans - young, old, black, white, and 

brown, rich, poor, or in-between,  

rural or city dweller. 



All have free access 

 to local library services. 



Libraries support. . .  
Å the small business man who needs information; 

Å the mother who needs parenting resources;  

Å the young student needing help with   

  researching for a school report;  

Å the senior citizen who needs to learn basic   

  computer and Internet skills. 



Libraries support. . .  
Å the jobless person who needs to search online    

  for job postings; 

Å the scholar who needs access to expensive    

  journals in his field that only a specialized  

  library can provide; 

Å the retiree who loves to read and discussing     

  books with other book lovers. 



The list never ends because 

every day a new library user 

appears with a unique need.  

 

Libraries welcome and  

help each one.  



Americans go to school, public and 

academic libraries nearly three times 

more often than they go to the movies.  



So many people in Louisiana, so many 

ways libraries are there to help them é. 

Like a good cup of coffee, there is no 

substitute for a good library just when 

you need it. 



Reading 

& 

Literacy 



Read Across America 

at the Library! 



Free, entertaining and educational programs are offered 

year round for citizens of all ages at Louisiana's public 

libraries, such as this free puppet show as part of the 

summer reading kickoff celebration. 



Summer reading clubs help support crucial 

reading skills and create life-long learners. 



A Fun Way to Read! 



Students read 

independently after 

selecting favorite 

books at the school 

library. 

Students enjoy 

reading in their 

school libraryôs 

Literacy Garden. 



Celebrating Reading and  

Favorite Books in the Library! 

Fancy Nancy and Clifford the 

Big Red Dog visit the library. 



Therapy dogs visit the library to 

share reading time. 



 

Students vote for 

their favorite books 

on the Louisiana 

Young Readersô 

Choice booklist. 
 



A library staff member 

shows a patron the 

various formats for use 

by those who are blind 

or visually impaired. 



A libraryôs video magnifier provides 

assistive technology products for 

visually impaired library patrons. 



Education & Lifelong Learning 



Academic librarians 

answer 56.1 million 

reference questions 

each year. 



Academic libraries provide authoritative online 

resources and professional texts and journals 

for students. 



Law students learn about the unique 

materials in the library. 



A librarian shows college students a rare book 

from the Special Collections Department. 



A university libraryôs 

coffee shop offers a 

relaxed atmosphere 

for individual and 

group study. 



   Students go on a field trip to 

the public library to learn 

about available resources. 



Public and school libraries partner to bring 

students into the public library for training in 

using the online catalog and databases for 

their assignments. 



A Boy Scout troop visits 

a local academic library 

to learn about their 

resources. 

Girls Scouts visit the 

public libraryôs 

bookmobile to check 

out books. 



Tweens and teens enjoy computer 

offerings at their public libraries. 



   Online research 
databases provide 
reliable sources of 

information for 
students. 



Students make 1.5 billion visits to school 

library media centers during the school 

yearðthis is 140 million more than 

attendances made to movie theatres in 2008.  



Community 

Engagement 

and  

Outreach 



 

A public libraryôs Open House promoting the 

digital services available online 24/7 was 

attended by over 475 people. 



A Teen Advisory Board meets to 

plan library activities for other 

teens in the community. 



Teens participate in Open Mike Night 

at the public library. 


